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 Started in 2001
 Had limited contact with CDC scientists until 2004
 After that point, submitted over 100 FOIA requests to 

the CDC (ongoing)
 In 2011, sued the CDC for improperly following the 

FOIA
 Lawsuit was settled by July, 2013 with the CDC 

releasing an additional 100 pages of documents
 Congressional requests through Rep. Bill Posey and 

Rep. Darrell Issa



 Dr. William Thompson, senior epidemiologist 
at CDC, reached out to me in November 2013

 Through a series of over 30 phone 
conversations, he revealed a consistent 
pattern of scientific fraud in the CDC’s 
Immunization Safety Office



 Verstraeten et al. 2003 – dubious exclusion criteria 
and cherry picking of data

 Madsen et al. 2003 – Hiding data showing autism 
rates declining after removal of thimerosal in 
Denmark in 1992

 Destefano et al. 2004 – Deletion of MMR-autism 
connection in African Americans and in “isolated 
autism”

 Thompson et al. 2007 – Dismissal of tics and IQ 
drops caused by thimerosal exposure

 Price et al. 2010 – Hiding of results linking prenatal 
thimerosal exposure to regressive ASD



 Comparing no thimerosal exposure to >25 
ug thimerosal during first month of life
Disorder Hazards 

Ratio
95% CI –
Lower

95% CI -
Upper

Autism 7.6 1.8 31.5
Non-organic sleep disorder 5.0 1.6 15.9
Speech disorder 2.1 1.1 4.0
Any neurological disorder 1.8 1.1 2.8





 Inclusion of subjects too young to get an 
autism diagnoses

 Exclusion of a significant portion of children 
with autism

 Overmatching
 Elimination of true “no exposure” controls



• Data were simply omitted from the final paper

• Subsequent Gronborg et al. 2013 paper showed 
30% decrease in ASD after 1992 in Denmark



*Meeting notes from 11/7/2001 meeting of CDC investigators



Total Cohort Males Only Females Only

Age cut-
off

Hazard 
Ratio

p-value Hazard 
Ratio

p-value Hazard 
Ratio

p-value

18 
months

1.24 0.184 1.36 0.0880 0.855 0.649

24 
months

1.47 0.0562 1.73* 0.0200 0.861 0.707

36 
months

2.30* 0.0060 3.36* 0.0019 1.01 0.982

African American Children Only



Cohort Hazards 
Ratio*

p-value Observations

Black Boys 1.379 0.0120 665

Black Boys born 
after 1989

1.720 0.0325 338

Black Boys born 
before 1990

1.187 0.2315 327

*Risk of MMR on time versus delaying by one year



Age cut-off Odds Ratio p-value Cases
18 months 1.23 0.227 248
24 months 1.47 0.094 248
36 months 2.52 0.012 248

*Isolated autism is autism without a diagnosis of mental retardation



 Any African Americans in the study without a 
valid State of Georgia birth certificate were 
omitted

 This reduced the cohort by 40% and obviated 
the statistically significant result

 The analysis of isolated autism was limited to 
the birth certificate cohort





 Claimed a conflict-of-interest based on my relationship 
with Focus Autism (now Focus For Health)

 Provided no substantive scientific basis for retraction
 Claimed that the results was not confirmed by multiple 

datasets
◦ No CDC published paper has confirmed results from multiple 

datasets
 Paper was mysteriously removed from journal website the 

day after Thompson was told by Dr. Thomas Frieden to 
“Tell me everything you know about Brian Hooker.”

 In the process of contesting the retraction



Test Full Model p-value Boys p-value Girls p-value

Verbal IQ -1.1 <0.0001 -0.95 0.0104 -1.2 0.0014

Performance 
IQ -0.41 0.1407 -0.062 0.8813 -0.78 0.0339

Full Scale IQ -0.83 0.0017 -0.61 0.1197 -1 0.0034

Based on 1 mcg/kg birth weight mercury exposure during the first 
month of life

On average, IQ scores were 3 points lower among those children 
exposed to thimerosal during the first month of life



 The statistical model was flooded by mostly 
meaningless covariates to remove the IQ 
effect

 “Overmatching” was used to obviate a valid 
comparison within the overall group

 Children with the lowest and highest IQs were 
removed from the study



Model Risk Variable Hazards Ratio P-value
1 0.0380 1.86 0.072
2 0.0380 1.86 0.073
3 0.0364 1.81 0.080
4 0.1326 8.73 0.009
5 0.1073 5.77 0.057
6 0.1249 7.70 0.012

*The model with the mildest “effect” was reported as non-significant

*All other results were omitted



 Fear and intimidation

 Bury vaccine adverse events at all costs

 Anyone who falls out of line is a “human 
resources” problem

 Unfounded fear of infectious disease
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 Thompson was replaced as a speaker by Dr. Frank 
Destefano who lied about the MMR effect

 Dr. Mark and David Geier were slandered by CDC 
regarding the epidemiology results presented at the 
2004 IOM meeting

 Dr. Wakefield was not permitted to present
 The metrics of the IOM were changed to consider 

epidemiological studies only
 The metrics of the IOM were changed from “biological 

plausibility” to “biological mechanisms”
 5000 children in the NVICP were denied justice



 Hearings where Thompson is subpoenaed to 
testify regarding fraudulent activities in the CDC

 The full Vaccine Safety Datalink released to the 
public

 The autism SEED (Study to Explore Early 
Development) database

 All documents associated with all studies on 
vaccines and vaccine components and autism

 Vaccine Safety Division must be moved out of the 
CDC and out of the DHHS



 Oversight and Government Reform (Chaffetz)
◦ 202-225-5074 (majority)
◦ 202-225-5051 (minority)
◦ reporttoogr@mail.house.gov

 Energy and Commerce (Upton)
◦ 202-225-2927 (majority)
◦ 202-225-3641 (minority)

 Science, Space and Technology (L. Smith)
◦ 202-225-6371 (majority)
◦ 202-225-6375 (minority)



 Your own congressman or senator
 Rep. Jason Chaffetz (R-UT)
◦ 2236 Rayburn HOB
◦ Washington, DC  20515
◦ 202-225-7751

 Rep. Fred Upton (R-MI)
◦ 2183 Rayburn HOB 
◦ Washington, DC  20515

 Rep. Lamar Smith (R-TX)
◦ 2409 Rayburn HOB
◦ Washington, DC  20515
◦ 202-225-4236



 “Here is the deal, the CDC is they’re 
paralyzed.  The whole system is paralyzed 
right now.  And the whole branch is paralyzed 
and it’s becoming more paralyzed.” 

 “Because the CDC has not been transparent, 
we’ve missed ten years of research because 
the CDC is so paralyzed right now by 
anything related to autism.” 

 “They made a lot of mistakes and there’s a lot 
of documents that they don’t want you to 
see.”



 “So I don’t know why they still give it to pregnant 
women, like that’s the last person I would give 
mercury to.” 

 “I still think that starting (sic) a campaign that 
thimerosal from vaccines causes tics.”

 “And then eventually, eventually you could get 
the message over to oh tics are like 5 times as 
common among kids with autism.”

 “There is biologic plausibility right now I really do 
believe there is, to say that thimerosal causes 
autism-like symptoms.”


